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A CINY BAJER BOOKS NESWETTER

Let’s just say this past month has
been rather unusual. In the latter
part of April, my nephew came for

a surprise visit to see his grandpa,
a/k/a my dad. He brought both
of his children, Marcus and Elise,
ages 10 years and 11 months.
What sweeties! (I've included
their pictures for you on page
eleven).

Writer’s Block now has a sponsor,
Ruth Frances Hoskins, so please
take time to check out her adver-
tisement on page 14. | read her
book and reviewed it for

Bookpleasures.com and I've since
interviewed her for them as well.

You can read her interview on
page 10.

This month I've added a couple
of new features. First on page 2,
is an article | wrote for the Clinton
Daily Democrat about a young
woman from our area here whom,
at this very moment, is in China
receiving stem cell treatments for
a rare disease and on page 7, you
will find new item, “Tip of the
Month”. Also, one other addi-
tional item, you will find on page
13, “Bible Verse of the Month”.

Last month | showcased new au-
thor, Donetta Garman and in-

cluded in this month’s issue, my
interview with Mrs. Garman.

Changing the topic, we’ve seen
about enough rain now for a while
and | sure hope it stops soon. For
several years we experienced a
draught, but I don’t think we’ll be
having one this summer. We are
already over our normal rainfall
for the year. And it's been unsea-
sonably cold and windy. | don’t
think | can remember a spring
since moving here where we not
only used our air conditioner, but
our furnace as well.

If this rain doesn’'t end soon, it
may be August before my flowers
bloom, as | haven’t been able to
get out there and work in my
flower beds yet this year.

Another of my nephews, if you've
received previous issues of
Writer’'s Block you may know
where I’'m coming from here, will
be returning on Memorial Day, |
do believe, from his hiking and
fishing expedition in Patagonia.
He has been gone since Novem-
ber and sis, his mother, will be
happy to have him back home,
safe and sound. So if you have
time to read up on some of his
(continued on page twelve)
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Woodrow Walker

http://www.//Studio-detective.com

http://woodrow-w-walker.tripod.com/

authorwoodrowwalker@msn.com

| was born in Columbus, Georgia
in 1942 and raised in a foster
home. My foster mother was wid-
owed, when her husband died
when | was five.

| grew up doing the things that all
boys do, both good and bad. | lost
my mother in 1966. | found my-
self on my own for the first time.
A friend and | left Columbus and
headed west in his car to Califor-
nia. We stayed in San Diego for a
week before heading up the coast
to Monterey where we stayed for
six months.

| returned to Georgia and moved
to Atlanta for the next ten years.
| have lived in Paterson, NJ and
Philadelphia, PA. In 1989, | once
more headed west this time to
Long Beach, CA for a year. Then
in a life changing move, | went to

retirement, | turned to writing. |
wrote my first book “Murder at
Republic” because | have always
loved the B-westerns and movie
serials and thought that a murder
in a movie studio would be a good
plot device. | followed up that
book with another “Murder at
Columbia.” Both books starred
private detective Buck Ames a
former movie stuntman and are
set in the 1940’s.

Vampires have always intrigued
me, but they have been portrayed
as totally evil or as romance fig-
ures. In search of a different kind
of vampire, | wrote “Legacy of
Adrian Blackthorn, Vampire” a
complex character if there ever
was one. These three books can
be ordered from amazon.com.

Now retired, | am now able to
write full time. My wife and |
moved to Tucson, AZ in 2005 and
now make our home there. | am
a charter member of Wizards of
Words.

Vampire
by Woodrow Walker

Las Vegas, NV where | became a Legacy of Adrian Blackthorn,

convention security guard and in
1998, | met the woman who
would become my wife.

In 2002 at the age of 60, nearing

Vampire is the account of a young
Englishman of noble birth who,

after being cast out by his father
because of an indiscretion, must
leave Blackthorn Castle and seek

his fortune in the army, where he
is able to buy a junior officer’s
commission. It is 1854 and the
Crimean War takes him to the
Ukraine, where he is wounded in
battle. Waking up on a battlefield
littered with the dead bodies of
his comrades, and weak from his
wound, young Blackthorn seeks
shelter in a cave, unaware that it
is home to Drago, a thousand-
year-old vampire. Drago turns
the young officer into a vampire
fledgling, keeping him as a slave.
Despite being a vampire held in
bondage by the mad Drago,
Blackthorn is determined to re-
turn to England and claim his
birthright.

DRAGO:
The First Vampire
by Woodrow Walker

ISBN-13: 978-1438205908

In 825 A D Rome, at the age of
thirty, Drago Giovnni committed
a terrible sin. Pope Eugean II
placed a curse on Drago that de-
stroyed his soul and made him a
vampire. Forever to wonder the
world thirsting for blood.

NOW AVAILABLE
AT AMAZON
ALSO IN
DIGITAL VERSION!
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As it appeared in the
May 2, 2008 edition of
The Clinton Daily Democrat

‘Mandy’s Mission’
fundraisers a

successllllilll'lllll.l

By Cindy Bauer

Young Amanda (Mandy]) Burris
will be leaving on May 6 for China.
Since first featuring her story in a
December edition of The Clinton
Daily Democrat, we have been fol-
lowing her story and [undraising
events closely.

Several events have been held
to fund Mandy’'s journey to China,
who will be in the company of her
mother, for stem cell treatment.
Mandy suffers from a rare disease
known as Friedreich’s Alaxia, [or
which there is no known cure. FA
is a genetic, progressive discase
that causes loss of coordination
and balance. In some cases, il can
cause heart and speech problems,

Studies have shown that the
stem cell treatment does produce
a better quality of life for those
inflicted with this disease. It s the
most promising development in
reversing damage and regencrat-
ing lost capabilities, according to
the Friedreich's Ataxia Research
Alliance.

To dale, “Mandy's Mission™ has
raised $42.237.5he will begin
treatments on May 10 and return
home onJune 10. There was a bil
of a problem in securing their
passporis and a visa to leave the
U5, but everything is taken care
of now and Mandy is excited about
the trip to China.

You can learn more by visiting
Mandy's blog website at hitp://

Occassionally I will run across
something and do a story for the
newspaper where |1 work. When |
first saw Mandy’s story on our
front page back in December,
something about her story
touched my heart and so, | fol-
lowed up on it with a couple of

Recipes -

Hamburger Stroganoff

1 Ib. hamburger

chopped onion

2 Tbsp. flour

1 clove garlic

1 can mushrooms

1 cup sour cream

2 cups cooked noodles or rice
1/4 cup margarine

1 tsp. salt

1/4 tsp. pepper

1 can cream of chicken soup

O O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOoOOoODOo

In large skillet, brown ground beef and onion in margarine. Stir in
seasonings and mushrooms. Cook and stir for 5 minutes. Stir in soup,
heat to boiling, stirring constantly; reduce heat and simmer 10 min-
utes. Stir in sour cream. Serve over noodles or rice.

Lasagna

12 oz. bag lasagna noodles (cut in half)
12 0z. mozzarella cheese (sliced)

12- 6 oz. Ricotta cheese (softened)

1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese

2 Ibs. ground beef

1/2 cup onion (chopped fine)

1 - 32 oz. jar Ragu spaghetti sauce

1 - 8 oz. can tomato sauce

1 pkg. Lawry Italian-style spaghetti sauce mix
1 Tbsp. oregano

1/2 Tbsp. oregano

1/2 Tbhsp. sweet basil

1/2 Tbsp. anise seed

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOOOOOoOOo

Fry and drain ground beef with chopped onion. Add spaghetti sauce,
tomato sauce, spaghetti sauce mix, oregano, sweet basil and anise

stories, including this one. To see seed; simmer until hot and well blended.

more of the charities | endorse,
visit my website at http://

www.cindybauerbooks.com/
charities.htm .

Wites

For more great recipes, visit:
www.cindybauerbooks.com/recipes.htm
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Cindy Bauer Interviews Author Michelle Sutton

Michelle Sutton

http://www.michellesutton.net/
joyfulhutch@msn.com

Join me in welcoming Michelle
Sutton to Writer's Block.
Michelle’s debut novel, It's Not
About Me, will be released in Sep-
tember 2008.

CB: First, tell us a little bit about
you, Michelle.

MS: I'm a mother of two teens, a
wife of almost 18 years to a won-
derful man and a social worker
for the government for my regu-

lar job. I've written about 9 books

and this particular story is the

first in a series of three books.

CB: What is It's Not About Me
about and what inspired you to
write this particular story?

MS: It's a story about a young
woman who has everything going
for her until something tragic
happens and leaves her scarred.
A very similar scenario happened
to a friend of mine in my former
church when I lived in Phoenix.

CB: You're also working on some
other books. Tell us about those.

MS: I'm shopping several other
books around (via my agent) and
am currently writing a non-fic-

tion book with a friend about
mental illness.

CB: Besides being a wife, mother
and author, you are also a Mar-
keting Director and Webmaster
for Sheaf House, a Volunteer Of-
ficer for the ACFW organization
and Editor in Chief of a new
online magazine called Christian
Fiction Online Magazine, which
will debut in July. When do you
possibly find the time to write, or
read and review books?

MS: Lately that has become my
greatest challenge since | work 40
hours a week outside my home
and | still see my family and do
fun things with them. Other than

working on the non-fiction book,

| haven’t written any new mate-
rial since January. I've just re-
vised existing stuff. | do plan to
write more new material when
things slow down a bit.

CB: What do you hope your read-
ers take away after reading one of
your stories?

MS: That God takes the ugly stuff
in life and uses our circumstances
to make us more like Jesus... if
we’ll let him. Then we can truly
say in the midst of our pain that
we are thankful that we were
found worthy for that particular
trial.

CB: Since this debut novel is the
first in a series, tell us about the
upcoming sequels.

MS: It's Not About Him is about
Susie and Jeff. You have to read
It's Not About Me to get a feel for
their story. Susie is the kind of girl
you love to hate for most of the
first book. But you'll love her in
the sequel. The last book in the
series is about Tony and Deena.
That one is calledIt's Not About
Her.

CB: Are all your works young
adult fiction or do you write in
other genres as well?

MS: Actually | write Women’s
Fiction with romance in it. This
series just ended up classified as
YA due to the characters’ ages and
the subject matter.

CB: Does your family inspire your
story ideas in any way?

MS: Not really. | suppose there is
a bit of me and of them in every
book, but | wouldn’t say any story
has them in it.

CB: You also moderate a support
group for Christians with Depres-
sion. Tell us about that.

MS: There are over 1200 mem-
bers and it's a private group on
Shoutlife. Lately my busy sched-
ule has caused me to seek out a
co-moderator and | found a great
one with Jason Fusek. He’s
helped me out a lot. The intention

(continued on page five)
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(continued from page four)

of the group is to provide a safe
place for Christians with depres-
sion to go and talk about how they
feel. To provide some online peer
support.

CB: What tip can you offer aspir-
ing authors in finding the right
agent and publisher?

MS: It's always harder than you
think to get into the Christian
market. Just keep writing, im-
proving and submitting. Never
give up.

CB: Where can we find your book
to purchase a copy and will you
be offering signed copies when it's
released?

MS: Yes, | will have signed cop-
ies, but between my influencer
list and the blog tour I'm doing
they are pretty much all taken. |
will see what | can do about get-
ting stickers for the books and
sending them to people. My book
will be sold everywhere as far as |
know. We're even tried to get it
into Wal-Mart. However, most
likely people will have to order it
as it won’'t be on the shelf in ev-
ery store. My first print run isn’t
large enough to place it every-
where just yet. Maybe by my sec-
ond print run...

CB: In parting, is there anything
else you would like to tell us that
we haven’t covered in this inter-
view?

MS: No. You've hit everything |
can think of, except | did put a
disclaimer on the book that due
to mature content it's more suit-
able for mature teens and young
adults, so as not to upset any con-

servative readers. However, my
son who is now 16 read the story

About the author:

when he was 13, and several 13 My pen name is Michelle Sutton.

years olds have read it and |
haven't corrupted anyone so far,
even though the novel is about
characters who have graduated
from high school and college. J

iti= NOT about ME
Michelle Sutton

Coming September 2008!

Annie has it all. She’s attractive,
graduated with honors, was
accepted at the college of her
choice, has supportive parents,
good friends, and a steady
boyfriend who loves her. One
night when an unexpected visitor
appears, Annie’s safe world is
destroyed. As she tries to recover
the pieces of her broken life, a war
ensues between two brothers who
both claim to have her best
interests at heart. But who will
Annie choose? Or will she decide
to turn her life in a different
direction?

ISBN: 978-0-9797485-1-6
$12.99

http://www.sheafhouse.com/

daciv

I've lived in sunny Arizona since
1991 and | have two sons and a
husband of almost 18 years. My
experiment with writing began in
August 2003 when God
inspired me to write a novel with
realistic characters that would
glorify Him. At first | had no idea
what | was doing.

But then | joined ACFW (Ameri-
can Christian Fiction Writers)
and that made a huge difference
in my life for many reasons. | have
a wonderful agent, Tamela, with
Hartline Literary Agency, and we
both anticipate exciting things in
the future. ACFW members
elected me to serve on the oper-
ating board as Volunteer Officer
for a two year term. | began my
duties on January 1, 2007. | blog
and post book reviews all over the
internet (with some recently ap-
pearing on USA Today) as well as
giving away two books per week
on my blog. Many publishing
houses have referenced my blog
and reviews. Just Google Edgy
Inspirational Author . There are
many, many pages devoted to me.

| finaled in the 2005 in Great Be-
ginnings contest (through RWA).
The title was renamed since it
placed in the contest and is now
When Love Collides I've had one
of my proposals selected for a na-
tionwide contest called Media
Predict. Out of Her Element ap-
peared on the site. | have many
projects “out there” and pending
decisions from either ABA or CBA
publishers. But the most exciting
news of all is that | sold my manu-
script Then Sings My Soul (how

(continued on page six)
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(continued from page five)

retitled It's Not About Me) to
Sheaf House and it will be re-
leased in Sept. 2008. It looks like
the second book in the series will
be coming out the following fall
(Sept. 2009) since they are put-
ting chapter 1 at the end of the
first book. We just need to make
it official via another contract.

Lastly, | have been given a posi-
tion as Editor in Chief of a new
online magazine. The debut issue
will release in July 2008. The
magazine is called Christian Fic-
tion Online Magazine and is
sponsored by the CFBA, which is
the Christian Fiction Blog Alli-
ance. The URL is nttp://
www.christianfictiononlinemagazine.com
and presently shows “coming
soon” on the site. | am
also working as Marketing Direc-
tor for Sheaf House Publishers,
LLC. Did I mention | also design
websites? | have about 7 clients
at the moment, so if you need a
site send me an e-mail and we’ll
chat about it.

Here are some titles of novels I've
written and also my works in
progress.

*WIP means either in proposal
stage, needs edits, or not yet com-
pleted.

The Anatomy of Temptation
When Love Collides
Hold the Onions
Lover of My Soul
It's Not About Me * sold
It's Not About Him * next
It's Not About Her
He Restores My Soul- WIP
Out of Her Element - WIP
The Shy Captain - WIP
Somebody Love Me- WIP

Aut hor Sho

Better Said N0l
et Al

http://www.cjbarrimond.us.tc/

About the author:

I’m an outspoken individual who

wv case Spo tlight

About the book:

This book is an accumulation of
my perceptions and feelings on
twelve different yet very impor-
tant subjects. These subjects are
what are most passionate to me.
This book is interesting, enlight-
ening, slightly spiritual and with

a slight bit of humor. It is defi-
nitely a conversational piece. It
will also provoke thought.

Aut hor
Resour ces

Many of you may know, but
Bookpleasures.com isn’t just a
review website. They also have
many other resources, including

believes everyone has a voice and some very good writing, publish-
the way you use that voice is what ing and marketing links. Here are

counts. Engage in a great discus-

sion of universal topics that affect
everyone, not just you.

Constructive criticism is great
when it is shared in a tactful man-
ner. | challenge everyone to buy
Better Said Now Than Never

Said At All and start a conver-
sation with someone, think about
the different subjects. You won't
be sorry!

| love writing and reading, mak-
ing people think about what's im-
portant in life and not let any-
thing pass by!

A high school teacher got me
started in writing and | was en-
couraged by my parents for years
until 1 got up and took action in
writing my first book. | intend to
keep writing as long as my mind
can control the fingers.

| have views of life and am not
afraid of telling anyone what they

just a few that I've picked up for
you to check out!

http://www.alongstoryshort.net

This e-zine features women writers
and showcases its favorite contribu-
tions to the site. The site’s submis-
sion committee provides critiques to
aspiring writers, time permitting.

http://

www.agentresearch.com/
agent_ver.html

Use this free service to see if an agent
is on the up-and-up. Agent informa-
tion is updated from public records.

http://www.agentquery.com

This searchable database shortens
your search for an agent. Search by
fiction or nonfiction genres and limit
your search to agents accepting sub-
missions or e-queries.

http://groups.msn.com/
romancewritingtips

Not a writing group, despite the
URL, this is still a great place for
links, tips and articles for romance
writers .

(continuedon page seven)
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(continued from page six)

http://www.smartwriters.com

You'll find what you need to be a children’s writer at this site. It has market

listings, submission guidelines and conference information. The site also
features author information so schools and bookstores can contact you for
appearances.

http://www.authormania.com
Visit this site to work on your writing craft by reading its articles that help
you build believable characters, plots and more.

http://www.authorsden.com
Use this site to give and receive feedback on books, articles, poetry and
stories. Then store your favorite for easy access.

http://www.scbwi.org

The Society of Children’s Book Writers & lllustrators provides grant, con-
ference and market information for its members, with many resources avail-
able to nonmembers, too.

http://www.boost4writers.com
Blue Oasis Online Support Team exists for children’s writers, but forum
discussions and tips benefit writers of all genres.

http://www.stuartmarket.com
Find Christian market and conference information or have the site’s direc-
tor evaluate your book contract.

http://www.copyright.gov
This is the official site for all your questions about copyrights, with a spe-
cial link for literary works.

http://www.howstuffworks.com
When you want to add credibility to your story, come here first to learn
how to, say, pick a lock or walk on fire.

http://www.write4kids.com

This site provides lots of great information to start or continue your career
as a children’s writer. It offers a monthly newsletter, tips, message boards,
articles and reference books.

http://www.anotherealm.com/prededitors
Preditors & Editors looks out for writers, game designers and artists and
uses its site to help you find legit agents, publishers and contests.

http://www.rchzine.com

| also design bookmarks and flyers
for your promotional needs.

is a bimonthly e-zine for the Christian romance writer. Read some short
Contact me for pricing information and
samples of my work!

stories or submit one of your own.
Cindy >

WItES’ Bloc-kCindy Bauer Books Newsletter
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The Desert Oasis
By Gary Jenkins

Inspirational Romance

Dr. Jason Albertson was a re-
vered cardiologist and heart sur-
geon in Scottsdale, Arizona. He
was one of the most sought-after
doctors in the West. But Jake
soon discovered he couldn’t prac-
tice medicine any longer with a
clear conscience. He felt people
were charged too much, and
therefore left the profession.

Then came the tragic day that a
friend’s wife suffered a heart at-
tack, and Jake was forced to re-
turn to the profession he de-
spised. While treating his patient
and listening to her tell him
about God, Jake inherited a de-
sire to know more.

One of the doctors who assisted
with his patient was Dr. Sherry
McNeil. Jake fell in love and mar-
ried Sherry, only to have sadness
return.

This is a story of regret, love,
tragedy, death, and then love—
and love even again.

TIP OF THE MONTH:

Avid readers make better
writers. If you really want
to get published and be a
successful author, read
as many books as you can
in your own genre.
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Cindy Bauer Interviews Author Donetta Garman

Donetta Garman
www.growingupugly.com
donetta@growingupugly.com

Since | actually know Donetta
Garman and had no idea she had
written a book, you can imagine
my surprise when her book
landed in my hands at work one
day by a co-worker. Donetta is the
wife of our retired Sports Editor
at The Clinton Daily Democrat
newspaper where | am employed.
I’'m enjoying reading her book
right now and am learning that |
really didn’t know her very well
at all. She has had an amazing life.

CB: Welcome Donetta. Let’s be-
gin with a brief introduction. Tell
us a little bit about yourself and
your life in Osceola, Missouri, the
place you now call home.

DG: My husband Gar, of twenty-
one years, and | live outside of
town. We enjoy the beauty, soli-
tude and serenity in this area.

Since Gar is pastor of a small
country church, we are busy with
church activities. | work outside

the home, in a real estate office

Wtes

and Gar builds primitive furni-
ture as a hobby and for a little ex-
tra income. So you can see our
lives are diverse.

CB: What prompted you to write
this story, Growing Up Ugly ?

DG: | first had the idea when my
Mother was in the last stages of
COPD. We discussed the story
and she gave me her blessing that
once she was gone, | should write
it. After | had a stroke, | had the
basis for starting it, as you will see
in the book. Ugly is not just how
a person looks, it can be the cir-
cumstance they find themselves
in or the way they feel.

CB: Since | don'’t believe in coin-
cidences, would you say that it
was the Lord who intervened
when you and your husband met?

DG: I think that God introduces

people to our lives at just the right
time. | think He knew what |

needed at the time | my husband
and the rest is history.

CB: You've written several ar-
ticles for various magazines and
newspapers. Have you always had
a desire to write?

DG: When | was a child and all
through high school | wrote short

stories and poems. | always
wanted to be a writer and I've al-
ways loved books.

CB: | see you've worked for a di-
vision of Forbes Magazine. That
fact, alone, is quite interesting.
What did you do for Forbes?

DG: Actually | started out work-
ing for Forbes stuffing brochures
that they mailed out to promote
their land developments. | later
got my real estate license and sold
real estate for them. After | trans-
ferred to their Missouri division

| was able to assist them with
some of their advertising and bro-
chure copy.

CB: Your book details memories
recalled while you were in and out
of consciousness after a stroke.
Did you have any vivid memories
before or after that, which may
have been written about in your
book?

DG: Most of the chapters in my
book begin with me recalling a
past incident which is triggered
by something that happens while
| am in the hospital recovering.

CB: Seeing you now, it's difficult
to believe that could’ve have had
such a low self-esteem as a child.
Since then you have learned that
beauty comes from within.
Beauty is the person inside the
body, not the body itself. Is there
one particular incident in your
life that made you come to that
realization?

DG: There is not one incident
which made me feel differently
about myself, but a long thread of
occurrences that brought me to
where | am today.

CB: You also do illustrations for
other authors. What kinds of il-
lustrations do you do? Are they
for children’s books?

DG: Inthe past | have illustrated
maps for other authors. | have
also illustrated cartoons, realism
and ads for others.

(continued on page nine)
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(continued from page eight)

CB: Describe your feelings when
your husband became the pastor
at your church.

DG: | had a keen sense of pride
for his accomplishment and a
wonderful sense of obedience
that we were doing what God
wanted us to do.

CB: | believe that we are here on
Earth to learn and to grow, to
understand the words and ways
God wants us to live and that ev-
erything that happens to us dur-
ing our time here, happens for a
reason so that we can do just that.
Do you also feel that way? That
though some things in life are not
pleasant, but necessary, which we
learn later when looking back at
how each occurrence affected us?

DG: | don't think that God makes
bad things happen to people, but
because of our free will, they are
allowed to happen. Saying that,
as in Biblical times, God takes our
weaknesses and makes them our
strengths. He can use those bad
things to help others and to make
us grow, so that often times we
are grateful for the bad, because
something so wonderful came
out of it.

CB: | found it was easier to know
that God forgives me for my sins,
but difficult to forgive myself.
What are your thoughts on that
subject? Did you find it difficult
to forgive yourself?

DG: At first | had problems for-

giving myself, but the more | read
the Bible, | could see that God
uses all things for His good. Who
am | to question forgiveness
when he gave the ultimate sacri-
fice, just so | would know | was
forgiven? Also, when | see oth-

ers growing and | am cheering
them on, | know that is how God
is with me; He is cheering in the
background for each right deci-
sion | make.

CB: Are you working on any other
books now, or will this be the only
one you publish?

DG: | am presently working on a
trilogy of Christian historical nov-
els. The firstis nearly completed
and is titled “The Length of a
Dream”. Also, | have started a
sequel to “Growing Up Ugly”
titled, “Up by the Bootstraps”.

CB: Who designed the cover of
your book?

DG: The publisher had an in-

house artist who actually de-

signed three different covers for

me. The ultimate decision was

mine. The cover we chose shows
hard times, shyness and hope.

CB: Where will your book be
available for purchase and will
you be offering signed copies?

DG: Right now pre-release cop-
ies of the book are available from
my website and at these locations
in Osceola; The Heart House, Stu-
dio U Salon, Moccasin Trails An-
tigue Mall, Trade Fair Mall and
Osceola Cheese. Shortly after the
June 1 release date, they will be
in all the major bookstores and
online at Amazon.com. | am al-
ways happy to sign a book for
someone and will have signings
set up once the book is released.

CB: In parting, what else would
you like to tell us, that | haven’t
touched on during this interview?

DG: | would like to tell people to
live their lives like each day is the

last. Don't take a single moment
for granted. Tell those you care
about how much you love them.
Play. Pray. And never, ever give
up on your dreams.

Donetta’s book, Growing Up
Ugly, is a memoir of memories
she recalled while in and out of
consciousness in a hospital after
suffering a stroke at a very young
age. Itis scheduled for release in
June. | will be writing a review
soon, but from what | have read
so far in this book, | can definitely
say it's a “Must Read” inspira-
tional story that will touch your
heart and soul. Visit Donetta at
her website,
www.growingupugly.com or con-
tact her at:
donetta@growingupugly.com.

OOPS!

Somehow | managed to
delete about half of
Donetta’s interview
when putting this
edition of Writer's Block
together. | discovered
my error last night and
therefore am resending
her interview portion to
everyone on my
subscription list.

Donetta, please accept
my apology. I'm truly
sorry this happened!

When we get older,
strange things happen!



About the author:

As a child Ms. Garman grew up
in a small town in Colorado.
Later, her family moved to a
small ranch outside of town. This
was a big change for Donetta as
she was, as you will read in her
book, afraid of everything. That
included farm animals!

Ms. Garman has lived in Colo-
rado, Texas and Missouri. Jobs
have included waiting tables, do-
ing dishes, babysitting, working
in a feed lot, cooking, stuffing
brochures, selling real estate and
working in an office for a division
of Forbes Magazine, illustrating
for other authors, free lance writ-
ing, newspaper reporting, news-
paper ad layout and modelling.
Most recently she owned several
retail businesses and a tea room.
Now she has turned her attention
to helping others establish busi-
nesses, working in a real estate
office, writing, church activities
and internet sales.

Donetta has been published in
Kansas City Magazine, The Mis-
souri Otter, The Osage Chigger,
The Clinton Daily Democrat,

Sedalia Magazine, Catch On to
Clinton Magazine and The St.
Clair County Courier. She wrote
several chapters that were in-
cluded in the book Red Necht
Livin and she wrote the biogra-

phy for the back of a book writ-

ten by her husband, Proud to be
Red Necht. She also authored
several promotional articles to

promote the small town she lives
in now, Osceola, Missouri.

She resides in Osceola, Missouri,
with her husband of twenty years,
Gar Garman on an idyllic spot in
the Ozark foothills. She has a

Wites

son, Jeremy and his wife
Crystal in the Boston, Massachu-
setts area and a daughter,
Sheridan, in Arizona. She also
has two step-children, Jacquie
Boisen of Grain Valley, Missouri
and Gary Garman of the Denver,
Colorado area.
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A Story of Finding
Beauty Within

“| fantasized about people loving
me and standing in line to be my
friend. | waited to become a swan.
Growing Up Ugly is a moving
memoir about coming of age and
realizing the beauty in this life we
are all searching for is within our

grasp. Join author Donetta
Garman as she drifts in and out
of consciousness after suffering a
stroke and recalls some of the
events in her unusual but loving
childhood. After a traumatic
birth, Donetta was left homely,
clumsy, and awkward. Growing
up, she learned to cope with be-
ing “ugly” by laughing at herself
and trying to help hold the fam-
ily together. While her family cli-
mate was dysfunctional, the co-
hesiveness of it was undeniable,
and Garman’s story is infused
with the intense love and resil-
ience of a peculiar but fiercely
devoted family. With the help of
her family, children, husband,
friends, and God, Donetta finds
that beauty really is only skin
deep and there is a “swan” just
waiting to escape in all of us.”

This book
releases in June
and will be
made available
at ALL major
bookstores!

just visit

Congratulations!

will be August 1

watch for other “special”
book give-a-ways!

\

“Special Drawings”

Enter to win a copy of
Courting Emma !

cindybauerbooks.com
& click on contest !

May 1 drawing winner:
Jane Squires of Missouri

Next drawing for this book
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Cindy Bauer Interviews Author Ruth Frances Hoskins for Bookpleasures.com

An Interview with Ruth Frances

Hoskins, Ph.D., LCSW, and BCD
author of Dream Moments: The

Voice in Your Dreams, Prophecy
and Intuition — Conducted by
Cindy Bauer

ISBN: 978-1-4327-1395-9
Publisher: Outskirts Press Inc

CB: After reading your book, |
simply must ask, is this a biogra-
phy of your own life.

RFH: Yesi itis.

CB: What was your purpose or
motive for writing this book and

what do you hope your readers
will take away from the experi-
ence

RFH: Dreaming the date of my
mother’s death was a pivotal
point and inspired me to write
Dream Moments The Voice in
Your Dreams, Prophecy and In-
tuition. One morning, | woke-up
with a date given to me in a
dream. It was a spiritual life-

on that date, | published the story
in FATE magazine. FATE maga-
zine requested | notarize the story
to validate the truthfulness of the
dream. | went to the notary, vali-
dated the authenticity of the
dream, and sent it to FATE for
publication. FATE magazine pub-
lished the dream and sent a small
check. That was validating too!
But more importantly, the dream
gave me time to prepare for my
mother’s sudden departure from
this earth. | hope my readers will
become interested in paying at-
tention to, tracking, and writing
down their dreams. Besides
prophecy and expanded intuition,
dreams offer a wealth of psycho-
logical and spiritual information!

CB: How long from start to fin-
ish, did it take for you to write it
from manuscript to published
format?

RFH: It took two years.

CB: What other books have you
written and can you give us a
short description?

RFH: | wrote a book called No
Time for Down Time? The book
offers tips on how to take time
and balance life everyday. It
teaches a person the importance
of reducing stress. | teach a pro-
cess called Effortless Meditation
Therapy (EMT). | describe the
process in the book.

changing event. Twenty years ago CB: Are there more works in your

when | dreamed the date of my
mother’s death, and she did die

future and if so, what are you cur-
rently working on now?

RFH: | am thinking about writ-
ing another book. I like writing in
the style that | wrote Dream Mo-
ments, The Voice in Your
Dreams, Prophecy and Intuition.
Since | completed writing Dream
Moments more prophetic dream
information was given to me in
dreams emphasizing the pro-
phetic nature of dreams. | am
considering writing a follow-up,
Part Il. Combined with the im-
portance of wellness and self-
care.

CB: I'm curious, what is your defi-
nition of the difference between
a sleeping and waking dream?

RFH: In my opinion, and to use a
phrase, life is but a dream. Every-
thing has a dreamlike quality. The
difference between nighttime
dreams is that at night, when we
sleep, we have the ability to travel
outside of the body. In the night-
time dream world we are not lim-
ited to our physical body. Our
perceptions include other dimen-
sions. Like Jesus said, There are
many mansions in my father’s
heaven. In dreams we have a 360-
degree point of view. Jesus made
a reference to it in the Bible.
Heknew that someone would be-
tray him. He had a deep abiding
faith and a well-developed intu-
ition. He delivered this message
to his disciples. A waking dream
is a more direct delivered mes-
sage we receive while we are
awake. Sometimes we get a mes-
sage from someone who says

(continued on page twelve)
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(continued from page eleven)
something to us and it stimulates
our intuition. The message reso-
nates and brings information that
we need, or have been searching
for.

CB: Will this book be a part of a
series and if so, what context is
the series based upon?

RFH: It may be a part of a series.
| like writing about my dreams.
Dreams are psychologically and
spiritually interesting. The con-
text may be similar to Dream Mo-
ments the Voice in Your Dreams
Prophecy and Intuition. In my
writing | am self-reflective, mem-
oir style. | am a psychotherapist
and | look for hidden meaning.

CB: Where is this book available
and are you offering signed cop-
ies? If so, how might one contact
you to get a signed copy?

RFH: All major bookstores,
Barnes and Noble, etc., carry
Dream Moments, the Voice in
Your Dreams, Prophecy and In-
tuition. Yes, most definitely, one

CB: And last, is there any addi-
tional information you would like
to pass on to your readers?

RFH: Take time for yourself!
Take care of your body, your mind
and your spirit. Nurture yourself
everyday. Pay attention to your
dreams and expand your percep-
tions, vision, and horizons. Be-
lieve in yourself. Life is challeng-
ing, but keep going knowing that
God has a plan for your life. You
are special and unique. Close your
eyes and tune into the higher
parts of yourself and know that
you are a precious child of God.

I wish to thank you, Ms. Hoskins,
for the opportunity to interview
you and | wish you all the best in
the field of writing and publish-

ing.

Interview conducted on behalf of
Bookpleasures.com by: Cindy
Bauer - Christian Fiction
Author & Speaker: Cindy is
the author of two Inspirational
Fiction Novels, Chasing Memo-
ries & Shades of Blue, and a
member of the ACFW (American

can receive a signed copy. Please Christian Fiction Writers) Asso-

email me at
Relaxwithruth@gmail.com

CB: You were recognized in the
2005 National Register’'s of
Who’s Who in Executives and
Professionals. Explain how this
came about and did you receive
any awards for your work?

RFH: They contacted me and
asked me if | would like to be a
part of their professional net-
work. | accepted.

Review link:

ciation. She is an avid reader,
employed with her local newspa-
per in page design and assists
with editing and proofreading
copy before publication.

To learn more about Ruth’s
book, see her ad on page
fouteen of this edition of
Writer's Block !

*%%

(continued from page one)

very interesting experiences while
traveling on foot there, check out

http://www.towncriermedia.com to
read all about Justin’s Patagonia
07-08 Adventure! Oh... to be
young again...

And | must mention, of course,

that hubby’s sister turned 65 this

year, just two days before
Mother’s Day. We sent her a very
special birthday card, but discov-

ered that it's nearly impossible to

get flowers delivered to her. She
lives on a farm in lowa and

though we did finally locate one

flower shop who would deliver,

they did not carry the special ar-

rangement we wanted to send to
her. And | thought FTD delivered

anywhere!

Okay, since I'm getting a little
windy again, ahem, | had best cut
this short and call it a day. See you

next month! BleSS|ngS|
Cindy

Marshall & Elise

Marcus

http://lwww.bookpleasures.com/Lore2/idx/0/3417/article/Dream_Moments__The_Voice_in_Your_Dreams_Prophecy_and_Intuition.html

Interview link:;

http://www.bookpleasures.com/Lore2/idx/0/3565/article/A_Conversatidth \Ruth_Frances_Hoskins_PhD_LCSW_and_BCD_author_of Dream_Momentsoidee iV Your_Dreams_Prophecy_and_Intuition.htm

W'IteS’ BIOGkCindy Bauer Books Newsletter



Angels of Maradona
by Glen Carter

Jack Doyle is a hard-core
journalist who will go beyond the
limit to get a story. While doing a
live shooting at the scene of mul-
tiple brutal murders, Jack finds
himself in the middle of a raging
Colombian drug war.

Beautiful producer Kaitlin
O’Rourke knows Jack is on to
something and despite his unau-
thorized follow up she willingly
follows him to get to the core of a
breaking, award-winning story
sure to give both their careers a
boost.

Born in Colombia herself,
she also has an ulterior motive for
wanting to accompany Jack, de-
spite her fear of flying. But after
arriving and sitting down to din-
ner at a restaurant, Kaitlin ex-
cuses herself under false pre-
tenses and leaves, hoping to find
the answers she’s sought her en-
tire life, leaving an unknowing
Jack at the table without a clue
she has left.

Narco-terrorists strike,
using a man whose family history
put him into the dangerous posi-

tion which will cause him to lose
his life, but save the lives of his
beloved wife and children. Pictur-
ing them as he steps on the gas
pedal, no one is aware of the dan-
ger until a bomb explodes.

The only thing that saved
Jack was his position in the res-
taurant at the time of the explo-
sion. Most of the others did not
survive. Probably would never be
identified. Mistakenly under the
assumption that Kaitlin was
among them, Jack sets sail to re-
turn home, knowing his career
was probably in ruins.

But then he receives a
message and a new mission is cre-
ated. His most dangerous covert
assignment ever, Jack returns for
the beautiful Kaitlin, determined
to bring her home, get the story
they originally sought and discov-
ers there is so much more to it
than he had ever imagined.

Glen Carter has mastered
his debut novel like a pro. With
true-to-life accounts, gripping
suspense, action packed story-
telling, you will wonder if every-
thing in it, is really fiction. The
characters are so real, the setting
is vividly described and this fast-
paced novel is sure to capture
your attention and keep you turn-
ing the pages to find out how it
all ends. Carter can add another
success story to his long list of cre-
dentials and is sure to become an
award-winning novelist.

Excellent read

Note: Recommended for adults
only as it includes graphic vio-
lence, foul language and sexual
scenes.

Reviewed by: Cindy Bauer for Bookpleasures.com

http://www.bookpleasures.com/Lore2/idx/0/3592/article/Angels_of Maradona.html

Sincerely, Mayla
by Virginia Smith

Sincerely, Mayla was a delight to
read. Mayla, a bit quirky and

headstrong, knows where she is
going in life and doesn’t mind tell-

ing people what they probably
don’'t want to hear, but need to
hear in order to know God and to
grow.

She loses her job and moves in
with her grandmother and aunt
in Florida. But first, she needs to
settle something with the pastor.
Then she finds herself dealing
with a troubled teenager who has
gotten pregnant. And then there’s
the rabbit. Oh my!

Who else but God can help Mayla
deal with life and the various cir-
cumstances we often find our-
selves in? She’s a headstrong
Christian with a good heart, bent
on straightening out a few things
in her life. She’s not one to “let
things go”.

Where else but in this book could
you find a dysfunctional family,
a pastor on the “rebound”, a rab-
bit as stubborn as the person tak-
ing care of it, a teenager in
trouble, a gay friend with a dif-

(continued on page fourteen)
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(continued from page thirteen)

ferent point of view on Christian-
ity, and then there’s Mayla, with
her hands full and right in the
middle of everything!

| loved this story and wish now |
had read Virginia Smith’s first
book about Mayla. Smith demon-
strates her writing abilities to the
fullest. Her story is smooth, her
characters are real and she
handles some of the toughest
situations with ease and grace. |
love it when a Christian book
doesn’t preach, but teaches the
ways of God. Brilliantly and mas-
terfully written, Smith has be-
come another of my favorite au-
thors. | look forward to reading
more of her work. | give Sincerely,
Mayla 5 stars! A must read!
Cindy Bauer:
author/speaker/reviewer

: Authors!

Post your upcoming
book signing events
in Writer's Block

It's free!

Contact me today at:
cindybauerbooks
@yahoo.com

This month’s bible verse:

Reviews ComingU p

READING NOW!

r_'-'r:-:-'.-.-lnnj Up

ALY

Growing Up Ugly

by Donetta Garman

READING NEXT!

sdir
e ftund

Vendetta
by Roxanne Rustand

| have several new books lined up for review, some on a personal
level, others for Bookpleasures.com. So here’s a preview of what's
coming soon in Writer’s Block!

READING NOW!

When
. T;u’
"
" S8 4

Ealling

When the Leaves
Stop Falling
by Kelly Moran

READING NEXT!

Wildfire

by Roxanne Rustand

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and

Money.

~Matthew 6:24

W'IteS’ BIOGkCindy Bauer Books Newsletter



Aut hor Sho w case Spo tlight

MaryAnn Hayatian
http://www.flutterflypages.com/
flutterflypages@yahoo.com

The Age of Adolescence
Poetry

The Age of Adolescence is a col-
lection of treasured poems writ-
ten to visualize many experi-
ences seen from youth to adult-
hood. This book will be a grand
connection to others, who have
very similar situations such as
being in love, heartbreaks, sad-
ness, friendships, and so on.
MaryAnn describes her poems as
artistic. Each has a realistic truth
about the way of life. These po-
ems will help youth and perhaps
others deal with certain things
which they are going through.

I.—.- i ot
B e By ns e

Love Is Blind, But
the Neighbors Ain't
Fiction

Lynna, her life stands in the city
of Montreal in the early 1970’s.
A university student majoring in

advertising, someday she will ex-

plain her emotions with pictures.
Her friends Celia, Antonio, Syd
and James have seen a glow from
her that no one has. But, she her-
self doesn’t know what this glow
defines. And then along came
Scott, businessman-like model,
brushing her feet away from the
present and placing her in la-la
land. Could she be with the right
one? Only if she glows, she will
know. From memories of her
past, she asks herself, “Maybe
James could be the one?” Her
feelings seem to be not quite set
away. Curiosity awakens her and,
in the end, destiny leads her to
where she belongs - if James feels
the same. Advice from her best
friend Celia and her older sister
Hayley makes her realize her love
life is going backwards. Will she
stay with Mr. Businessman or
will James walk her way? Join
Lynna and the gang in their cap-
tivating adventures.

Eden Anna and
the Secret Closet
Children’s

It's summer time, and Eden Anna

is bored. What can she do? Her
curiosity and her dress takes her
in an imaginary world. She and

her toys especially Froggy, go on
in a little adventure.

Check out MaryAnn’s
books today!

Drop her a note
in her guestbook!

SPOTLIGHTS COMING UP
IN FUTURE EDITIONS OF
WRITER'S BLOCK!

Showcase Spotlights

July
Bonnie Leon

August
Michelle Sutton
BB Walter

September
Karen Michelle Nutt

October
Big Bertha Evans
Christopher Lawson

November
Rebecca Benston

December
Connie Arnold

*kk

Interview Spotlights

July
Karen Michelle Nutt
Big Bertha Evans

August
Bonnie Leon

September
Woodrow W. Walker
CJ Barrimond

October
MaryAnn Hayatian

November
Connie Arnold
Linda Strawn

December
Rebecca Benston
Big Bertha Evans
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May 26, 2008
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Of the 1,196 aboard, about 900 made it into the water in the twelve minutes
before she sank. Few life rafts were released. Most survivors wore the
standard kapok life jacket. Shark attacks began with sunrise of the first day,
and continued until only 316 men were still alive when rescued, almost five
days later.
My dad’s best friend, Jackie Dale Griffin, was not among
the few survivors. He still remembers and cries today.

At 12:14 a.m. on July 30, 1945, the USS Indianapolis was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine in the
Philippine Sea and sank in 12 minutes. Of 1,196 men on board, approximately 300 went down with the
ship. The remainder, about 900 men, were left floating in shark-infested waters with no lifeboats and
most with no food or water. The ship was never missed, and by the time the survivors were spotted by
accident four days later only 316 men were still alive.

The ship’s captain, the late Charles Butler McVay llI, survived and was court-martialed and convicted of

“hazarding his ship by failing to zigzag” despite overwhelming evidence that the Navy itself had placed
the ship in harm’s way, despite testimony from the Japanese submarine commander that zigzagging
would have made no difference, and despite that fact that, although over 350 navy ships were lost in
combat in WWII, McVay was the only captain to be court-martialed. Materials declassified years later

adds to the evidence that McVay was a scapegoat for the mistakes of others.

(continued on page seventeen)
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(continuedfrom page sixteen)

In October of 2000, following years of effort by the survivors and their supporters, legislation was passed
in Washington and signed by President Clinton expressing the sense of Congress, among other things,
that Captain McVay’s record should now reflect that he is exonerated for the loss of the Indianapolis and
for the death of her crew who were lost.

In July of 2001 the Navy Department announced that Captain McVay's record has been amended to
exonerate him for the loss of the Indianapolis and the lives of those who perished as a result of her
sinking. The action was taken by Secretary of the Navy Gordon R. England who was persuaded to do so
by New Hampshire Senator Bob Smith, a strong advocate of McVay’s innocence. The survivors are deeply
grateful to Secretary England and Senator Smith and also to young Hunter Scott of Pensacola, Florida,
without whom the injustice to Captain McVay would never have been brought to the attention of the
media and the Congress.

Unfortunately, the conviction for hazarding his ship by failing to zigzag remains on Captain McVay'’s
record. Never in the history of the U.S. military has the verdict of a court-martial been overturned, and
there is no known process for doing so.

It can be stated unequivocally, however, that, if the Indianapolis had arrived safely at Leyte without
incident, Captain McVay would never have been court-martialed. Thus, by exonerating him for the loss
of the ship and the death of 880 of her crew members, the Navy Department has at last conceded that he
was innocent of any wrong-doing. His exoneration is tantamount to an admission that he should never
have been court-martialed in the first place.

The survivors are thankful that after 56 years the good name of their captain has been cleared. Please
browse this site for more in-depth information.

http://www.ussindianapolis.org/
Age 83.

My dad. Veteran of 3 wars.

Dad last fall, 2007, with
his new pickup truck.

Dad last spring, 2007, Dad last Christmas, 2007,
with his new 4-wheeler. with new Western books.

Fat her "s Day Trr ibut e
June 1 5, 2008
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Writer's Block  is now sponsored by Ruth Frances Hoskins

4 A

“Your mother will die on January twenty-eight, 1988 and
you will help her to cross over’ Dream Moments:
“Who are you?” Dazed, waking slowly fom a deep sleep, | The Voice inYour Dreams,
wrote the prophetic dream in my journal. The gift of this dream Prophecy and Intuition
gave me time to pepare for my mother's death.
Dreams, both waking and nighttime, give information about
oneself. Deams can be pophetic. Dream Momens: The \bice
in Your Dreams, Prophecy and Intuitions a collection of sto-
ries, a memoir of experiences in my life when drams influ-
enced me, both though nighttime dreams and during the day
as waking dream messagefreams Momerg: The \bice InYour
Dreams, Prophecy and Intuitios not a “how to” book to deci-
pher dreams, but a book about ong’inner worlds that can be
explored at night when we sleep. It is also a book about the
dream messages weeceive flom the many experiences andby Ruth Hoskins, Ph.D., H.H.S. LCSWBCD
interactions we have during the dayif we pay attention and ISBN: 978-1-4327-1395-9
listen. Available through Barnes and NobleAmazon and $10.95 plus shipping
www.Relaxationlnternational.com.

Ruth Hoskins, Ph.D., H.H.S. (Holistic Health Sciences) LCSYBCD, holistic psychotherapist, is recognized in the
2005 National Register 8/ho’sWho in Executives and Professionals and in the 2008-2009 Camidgs\Who.
Ruth is an adjunct professor at Chestnut Hill College teaching Health Psycfidiegfind Body Connection. Ruth
earned her Ph.D. in Holistic Health Sciences from Clayton College of Natural Health and completed research ¢
Incubation, the ability to solve problems during sleep.

Ruth is the Director of Relaxation International and Health Freedom,gamipation that provides holistic health
educational programs disseminating information supporting the right of the consumer to choose a holistic prg
and alternative treatment. She is available for individual and group counseling sessions.

A trainer for Fortune 500 companies, licensed psychotherapist, stress management consultant, certified relati
counselor approved critical incident stress trainer and an advocate for health freedom. Ruth is a national
presenting information on the integration of boaynd and spirit. Ruth has spoken extensively on the importang
decreasing stress to maintain health and balance. She is the author of several products to ershaoe ameduding
No Time for Down Tme? Balance Your Life and Dream Momens: The \bice in Your Dreams, Prophecy and
Intuition . She is the producer of audi@asy $ress Solutions foiYou, Wholenes3aMords Guided Ysualization and
Active RelaxationRuth is available to speak nationwide. She can be reached by dr&ibatvithruth@gmail.com.

If you would be interested in becoming a
sponsor for Writer's Block , contact me at
cindybauerbooks@yahoo.com
for advertising pricing today!
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