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What an exciting month
this has been! I have so much to
tell you that I’m not sure where
to begin.

First, I would like to con-
gratulate the winner of my De-
cember 25th book give-a-way,
Joyce McDowell, who won a copy
of Craig T. Feigh’s “The Sure Way
to Him”.

Shades of Blue - Second in
the Memory Box Trilogy was
nominated for Best Novel and
Best Cover Art 2008 at Preditors
& Editors. The final tally is not in
yet, but the unofficial count
showed Shades as placing #8 in
best cover art and #12 in best
novel. I will let you know next
month how that turns out! For
those of you who voted for my
book, please accept my thanks
now because I couldn’t have done
it without you and your support,
and loyalty is truly appreciated!

As many of you know, I
review for Bookpleasures.com.
This past month I was invited to
review for New Leaf Press as well
and I accepted. I’m currently
reading Shirley W. Mitchell’s
wonderful book, “Fabulous After
50”. I chose Shirley’s book specifi-
cally because I want to know how
to be “Fabulous After 50”! I think
I’ll hold off a while on the “Sen-
sational After 60” though (grin).

Of course, in order to pub-
lish this newsletter on the first of
the month, I have to get it ready
for publication beforehand. So by
the time you get this newsletter,

this will be old news, but... I was
invited once again to appear on
Shirley W. Mitchell’s talk show
and I’m excited. It’s scheduled to
air live Wednesday, January 28,
at 6 p.m. Central time. For those
of you who do not listen to the
show live, however, you can lis-
ten to it at anytime now, because
they archive all the shows after
airing.

We’ll be discussing “Ser-
vice-Accent on you!” and my
Memory Box Trilogy, Chasing
Memories, Shades of Blue and
Crystal Clear.

Folks, I am still working
on Crystal Clear. I hope to have it
finished and ready for you to read
late February or sometime in
March at the latest. Pray for me!

Another new inclusion of
interest to anyone who writes and
needs an illustrator, I have one on
board now. If you recall, my sis-
ter edited the first two versions of
my published works. She’s a
former journalism teacher. But
that’s not where the talent in my
family ends. My brother can draw
and has graciously agreed to try
his hand at illustrations. So if you
have time, check out my freelance
services page on my website. You
can see some of his work there.

If you need an illustrator,
just click on the contact link for
me and fill out the form. Check
the box Illustrator. I will forward
your request to my brother for
consideration.

My freelance services of-

fers many options for those of you
in need of some help with things
you cannot do yourself on your
computer and my prices are very
reasonable. Every client’s fee is
based on the type of work re-
quired of me so contact me for a
quote.

Also, don’t forget that all
the former features in Writer’s
Block are now posted on various
blogs and not necessarily posted
at the time of this newsletter, so
check those blogs often for new
and valuable information.

If you are one of the skep-
tics, “Why should I be interested
in your newsletter or blogs?”,
here’s why! You’re a writer,
you’ve published or are going to
publish a book and you need to
get your name and your book out
there to the public. So how do you
do that? Here’s how!

My newsletter offers an
interview for one, which is also
posted on my interview blog. By
reading the interviews, you get an
idea of the types of questions you
may be asked during an interview
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Lenora
Worth

New Release!

Heart of
the Night

I'd like to welcome bestselling Inspirational Romance Author, Lenora Worth, who has so
graciously accepted my invitation for this interview. Lenora is the author of more than
thirty novels. Lenora, I'd like to begin with some background information because you're
a tough one to get a bio on Through some research, I found you were born in Georgia.
So let's begin there.

CB:  What was your childhood like, growing up in Georgia? Parents, siblings, pets?

LW: Oh, yes on siblings and pets. (I had parents, too, of course.) I was the baby of the
family. Seven children. I was always in trouble, but I also learned to sit back and just
watch-a trait that has served me well in being a writer. I had cats, dogs and I fed the hogs
and pigs every afternoon after school. I hated the isolation of living on a farm but now
when I look back, I can see that quiet, lonely time helped to shape my imagination and
my dreams of being a writer.

CB:  You married your childhood sweetheart. Since you write romance, tell us how he
'romanced you' into marrying him?

LW: Well, we were young and a bit naïve, but on about our third date he told me "I love
you, I think." I thought that was sweet. There never was a formal moment where he pro-
posed. We just knew we wanted to get married. But he can be very romantic-such as the
time he "kidnapped" me and took me on a romantic weekend for our anniversary.

CB:  You have two children. Do they also have a love for writing?

LW:  I have a daughter and a son-both grown now and yes, they both have creative streaks.
My daughter is trying to write to sell in romance and my son writes songs, plays guitar
and piano. They both love to read.

CB: What one ingredient influenced you the most to write Inspirational Romance?

LW:  I think it was a combination of my upbringing as a Southern Baptist and the notion
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that God is such an important part of our lives, why not put
that thread in a love story. I'm a Methodist now and my faith
has grown through the years, so it just feels natural to me to
include a faith element in my stories.

CB: Tell us about that first book sale, because I understand
you had several rejections before selling your first story.

LW: Yes, I have a big stack of rejection letters. My first sale to
Avalon came in 1993, two years after one of my older sisters
had died in a wreck caused by a drunk driver. The year after
her death I found it hard to write, but I managed to push
through. I talked to the Avalon editor at a conference in New
Orleans and she told me to send her something. So I did. Then

I got a bad case of the flu and I was so
sick I could barely get out of bed.
Well, she called during my sickness
and I thought she was a telemarketer
and almost hung up on her. I actually
thought my fever had me hallucinat-
ing! But it wasn't a dream-it was a
dream come true!

CB: What advice do you offer other
authors also facing rejection and pon-
dering where to go next?

LW:  Rejection is tough and yes, we
do take it personally even though we
are told not to do so. But if you don't
send anything out, you will never
know. And I'd rather have ten rejec-
tions than one "Why didn't I ever try
again?" I also tell people that if you
want to write and you don't do so,
you're not using the gift God has
granted you. Because that one story
might be the one somebody out there
needs to hear.

CB: Does your location or family play
a part in your inspiration for your
story ideas?

LW: Oh, yes. I love southern loca-
tions because that's what I know best
and I use elements from my family
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and my childhood memories to color
my stories. When I look back, I find
something in each book that stems
from a real event or memory that hap-
pened in my life. The south lends it-
self to mystery and that bit of gothic
appeal, and in the south we pride our-
selves on having big, chaotic, colorful
families, so I use the good and the bad
of that mixed blessing to create my
stories.

CB: Have you ever written or consid-
ered writing in any other genre?

LW:  I did write five books for the
secular market, but I just wasn't com-
fortable with getting too graphic or
steamy. I'd love to write a lush his-
torical one day and maybe a big old
mainstream with all those southern
gothic elements I love.

CB: You have a new book just re-
leased this month. Tell us about Heart
of the Night.

LW:  Oh, this is one of my favorite
books (and I don't brag on my stories
a lot). But Eli Trudeau just stole my
heart when he appeared in Secret
Agent Minister (which was out in
2007.) He is one of my Christian se-
cret agents and he's a member of
CHAIM, an organization of specially
trained agents who help Christians in
danger the world over. Eli had a lot
of angst and he needed to find God's
love, so writing this book was both a
joy and a very painful experience at
times. And I was able to showcase
Louisiana and especially Grand Isle,
a place I fell in love with when I went
down there on a mission trip to help
rebuild after the recent hurricanes.

CB:  What other books can we look
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forward to this year?

LW: The next installment of the
CHAIM series is due out in April and
that's Code of Honor. The hero is
Irish/American and he's almost as
adorable as Eli. He shows up in Eli's
book, but his story is set in Atlanta and
Ireland.

CB:  How important is it for an author,
or aspiring author, to join a writing
guild? What value of joining can one
expect and do you contribute your
success to the knowledge gained by
doing so?

LW: Well, joining any type of group
where you find like-minded people
is always helpful. You know you're
amongst those who understand you.
And then there's the instant educa-
tion you receive by attending meet-
ings and workshops. You learn about
the business side of writing, which
can bring down even the strongest
amongst us, and you learn how to
handle everything from rejections to
dealing with contracts. Plus, it gives
you inspiration to keep on trying, no
matter what. The experience of join-
ing a guild or group is priceless to me.
I have friends now from all over the
world and I cherish the blessing of
that.

CB: Do you plot out your stories in
advance or just sit down and begin
typing once an idea pops into your
head?

LW:  I usually get an idea of a scene
in my head and it just won't go away.
Then I jot down that scene as I saw
it. After that, I just let the story de-
velop until I can do a short synopsis.
After that, I usually present that to
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my editor and if it's a go, I begin the
process of fleshing out the story. I'm an
odd bird in that I'm part seat of the
pants and part methodical plotter. I
edit heavily with each chapter so I don't
have to spend a lot of time on the back
side getting things done.

CB:  Do you work on more than one
piece at the same time? And if so, is that
ever confusing or does it make it easier
to move back and forth between them?

LW: Yes, lately I've been doing that a
lot because I've been blessed with new
projects. It does get confusing some-
times, but I try to work on one story
maybe in the morning and then shift
to the other one that night. Or take it
day by day. Sometimes I'm working on
one and the characters from the other
one seem to interrupt with "Hey, we
have this situation" or "When do we
get a turn?" It's very confusing having
all these people in my head.

CB: Has Inspirational Romance al-
ways been your favorite genre to read
as well?

LW:  I read everything, but
inspirationals have always played a
strong part in my choices. I read
Christy in high school. And Anne of
Green Gables, but I also read
Wuthering Heights and Jane Eyre.
Love the classics and love to read lots
of different things to keep myself up-
dated, and to try and keep a finger on
the pulse of the industry. I like
historicals and suspense, so I read a
lot in those areas.

CB:  What one experience out of many,
can you attribute your success to and
why?

Writer’s Block - A Cindy Bauer Books Newsletter - Volume 3 - Issue 2 - February 2009



LW: Determination! If I had time
here to tell you how the odds were so
against me, you'd understand why I
still pinch myself each time I sell a
book! I knew I wanted to write when
I was a child, but I just thought it was
a dream. Then as I got older, I
thought it could maybe be more than
a dream. I fought my way into this
business, word by word, with so
many naysayers talking in my head
that it's a wonder I ever sent anything
out. But I think we have to have a bit
of strong ego in this business, and by
that I don't mean we're stuck on our-
selves and self-centered. I mean we
have to stay focused, keep our eyes
on the prize and never give up. I
wanted this badly enough to do it-I
worked hard, I tried and tried, I
cried, I prayed and I learned the craft
of writing. It's not easy, but I never
gave up.

CB:  Where can we learn more about
you and your books should we wish
to follow your career as it progresses?

LW:  You can go to my website  at
http://www.lenoraworth.com .
You can also visit me at this blogsite:
http:// craftieladiesofromance.blogspot.com .
We also have a Craftie Ladies of Sus-
pense blog spot, too. Or visit
eharlequin to find out about all the
Steeple Hill writers.

CB: Where can your readers connect
with you on a personal level and do
you encourage your followers to
write to you with questions?

LW:  I don't mind questions at all. I
love hearing from readers and aspir-
ing writers. I don't have a lot of time
to read manuscripts, but I'm always
willing to answer questions and
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guide people to find the right answers.
People can email me through my
website.

CB:  Finishing this up, can you briefly
tell us the steps you've taken to become
published and up to this point in your
career, and what advice can you offer
other writers still waiting for their 'big
break'?

LW:  Steps-I had a dream, but I knew
I needed goals. So my first goal was to
learn how to write a publishable ro-
mance novel. I learned that by read-
ing books, going to conferences and
asking questions. I also read a lot in
the genres I wanted to write in. Then
I learned how to write a whole book.
(Very important step-I see a lot of first
chapters and proposal, but somehow
that writer never finishes the book. SO
FINISH THE BOOK. Then I learned
how to query and send out proposals,
how to find an agent and how to con-
duct business in this industry. I real-
ized I had to be professional, firm, fo-
cused and current-and that means
knowing the market, studying the
market and changing with the mar-
ket. I also found my voice and my
writing style. The worst mistake I see
with aspiring writers is impatience.
They want it all now! It takes time to
develop and cultivate a writing style
and a business style. There are always
exceptions to the rules, but you have
to learn the rules before you can break
them. Best advice-read, read, read,
write, write, write and learn and lis-
ten from others. And most important,
let God guide you and wait for His
time.

http://www.lenoraworth.com

http://www.shoutlife.com/lenoraworth

God Bless!
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and you can prepare for those in
advance. You can also post your
own interview on your website or
blog, so your readers can learn
more about you.

One of my blogs is Author
Resources By Cindy. On this blog
you can get valuable links to sites
that will help you get the much-
needed information on various
ways of promoting and market-
ing your work, tips on writing and
publishing, networking sites, a
very important step in promoting
your work - and many other re-
sources you will find of value to
give your writing career that jump
start you’ve been needing.

I also have a review site
where you can read up on the lat-
est books out there. You also
might find some information in-
cluded in one of my reviews that
highlights good or bad points of
a book I’ve reviewed, which may
help you learn what to avoid while
writing yours. I rarely write a bad
review, but my reviews are hon-
est, so if you’ve sent in a review
request and I took your book to
review, be prepared.

Also remember that my
opinion is just one. Be prepared
to accept criticism as well as
praise. It will help you become a
better writer next time. And don’t
fret over those rejections! Keep
writing and keep promoting.
Eventually, your career will take
off at a very fast pace and you’ll
be so busy, you’ll wish for a slow
day. Trust me, there won’t be any
slow days!

Moving along and chang-
ing the subject, as you know I
have an annual book give-a-way
contest every year and this year I
am giving away my own books.
There are 3 drawings, April 25th,
August 25th and December 25th.
Here’s why this may be of inter-
est to you!

If you would like to have
your books in my book give-a-

way contest, I would be most
happy to post them on my site for
the months between my own
drawings. I will draw a winner for
you and notify you of who and
where to ship the book to. I have
several entrants and my site gets
a lot of foot traffic, so if you would
like to have this optional resource
to get your books out there into
the hands of the public, here’s
your chance. Just contact me and
let me know.

Remember word of mouth
is the best promotional market-
ing you can get. If you give away
a copy of your book, that person
may enjoy it so much they pass it
on to a friend who then buys a
copy for a family member for
their birthday, who then buys a
copy for another family member
for Christmas, and so on.

I’ve saved the best for last.
I want to thank everyone for their
prayers for my nephew, Justin,
who miraculously overcame a
possible deadly brain AVM,
something like an aneurysm for
those of you who aren’t familiar.
They did an angiogram and were
going to discuss his options,
which at the time were-  one, have
surgery and take a chance that he
would lose his ability for speech
and possibly the usage of his
limbs or two - do nothing and
hope he lives.

During the angiogram the
doctor stopped right in the
middle and opened the curtain.
His next words were a miracle!
The AVM was no longer there! It
just disappeared!

So for those of you who are
still in doubt, prayer does work
and God does perform miracles!
Justin will be 31 in March and he
can now enjoy his birthday know-
ing he will have so many more to
come! God is so good! AMEN!

Okay, now I have some
more space to fill up and since I’m
finally done talking about myself,

ahem, I guess it is the perfect time
to announce some other news.

V.K. (Katie) Sansone has a
new children’s book out called “A
Daunting Quest for Quincy &
Quigley”. It should be appearing
at Amazon any day now so watch
for it!

Miralee Ferrell also has a
new release called “Love Finds
You in Last Chance, California”.
I’m going to be reading that next
and reviewing it for her. If it’s
anything comparable to her first
book, “The Other Daugher”, it’s
going to be wonderful! I’m look-
ing forward to it.

For those of you whom
I’ve reviewed in the past, you may
want to know that I can post my
reviews at Amazon now and my
previous review of your book(s)
is posted there now.

I’m currently helping
Aggie Villaneuva get a previously
published book ready to submit
for publishing again and it’s a de-
light! It’s called “Rightfully Mine”
and it’s a biblical fiction. Wonder-
ful story and I’m enjoying read-
ing it as I go along. So watch for
it sometime in the near future!

And I’m looking forward
to working with Donetta Garman
soon on her new historical fiction
book.

Oh - and one other item of
interest. As you know I have a
news blog for current updates and
as of right now, the only other
author contributing is Delia
Latham. If you would like to be
added and post your news on my
news blog, just contact me and I’ll
get you all set up. Everyone is
welcome provided you are not an
Erotic Fiction writer.

I’ve once again revamped
my website for the new year so
don’t forget to stop by and visit
when you have time! Until next
month, may the Lord bless you
always and fill your life with all
His wonderous love!

Blessings, Cindy
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